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Amendments to the Claims : 

1 . (Original) A method of offering items for sale in* a group, cor iprising: 

(1) defining an affinity space coordinate for each of plural items available for sale; 

(2) creating a package template including at least one mandatory dement schema 
having an associated affinity space description; 

(3) comparing, with a computer, the affinity space coordinate foi each of the plural 
items with the affinity space description associated with the package templat e; and 

(4) if the comparison step reveals a match, presenting for sale a package that is 
defined at least in part by the package template and includes at least one iten with a matching 
affinity space description. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the presenting stq is performed by 
dynamically generating an html page containing a description of the package , and transmitting 
the html page over a decentralized computer network to at least one consum<^r- 



3. (Original) The method of claim 1 further including ehciting ;it least one 
constraint fi-om a consumer, and selecting or rejecting the package template =>ased at least in part 
on the elicited consxmier constraint. 



4. (Original) The method of claim 3 wherein the elicited constr lint includes 
customer mood. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 3 wherein the elicited constr iint includes number 
of persons traveling. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 3 wherein the elicited constraint includes a 
timing constraint 
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7. (Original) The method of claim 1 further including storing a description of each 
of the plural items, including said associated affinity space coordinates in a computer database, 
and wherein the comparing step includes searching the computer database fo • items having 
affinity coordinates matching the affinity space description associated with ti le package template. 

- 8. (Original)- The.method of claim 1 further including maintaini ng a hash table of 
the items keyed by affmity space coordinate, and wherein the comparing stej j includes 
performing a hash table lookup for each required affinity space description. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1 further including permitted a consimier to 
purchase the package by transmitting a further message of the digital commi-nications network. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 9 further including confirmii g the consumer's 
purchase of the package by transmitting a further message of the digital com munications 
network. 

11. (Original) A computer system for offering items for sale in a group, comprising: 
a data arrangement that stores at least a description of each of plural items 

available for sale, said description including an affinity space coordinate, tht* data arrangement 
also storing at least one package template including at least one mandatory clement schema 
having an associated affinity space description; 

a comparator coupled to the data arrangement, the comparator comparing the 
affinity space coorduiate for each of the plural items with the affinity space 'iescription 
associated with the package template; and 

a user interface arrangement coupled to the comparator, the user interface 
presenting for sale a package that is defined at least in part by the package tt mplate and includes 
at least one item with a matching affinity space descriptipn. 
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12. (Currently Amended) The system of claim i-ll wherein the u ier interface 
arrangement includes a page generator that dynamically generating generate i an html page 
containing a description of the package, and transmits the html page over a d xentrahzed 
computer network to at least one consiuner web browsing apphance. 

.13. (Currently Amended) The system of claim i- 11 wherem the u ser interface 
arrangement also eUcits at least one constraint from a consumer, and selects • )r rejects the 
package template based at least in part on the elicited consumer constraint. 

14. (Original) The system of claim 1 3 wherein the elicited constniint includes 
customer mood. ; 

15. (Original) The system of claim 13 wherein the elicited constraint includes number 
of persons travelling. 

16. (Original) The system of claim 13 wherein the elicited constr lint includes a 
timing constraint. 

17. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 4- U wherein the comparator includes 
a database engine that searches the computer database for items having affirity coordinates 
matching the affinity space description associated with the package template. 

18. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 4- ii further including a hash table of 
the plural items keyed by affinity space coordinate, md- wherein the comparator performs a hash 
table lookup for each required affinity space description, 

19. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 4- IT further inch iding a purchase 
transactor that permits a consumer to purchase the package by transmitting least one message 
over a digital communications network. 
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20. (Origmal) The system of claim 1 9 further including a confiru -.ation section that 
confirms the consumer's purchase of the package by transmitting a further message of the digital 
communications network. 

. 21. _ (Original) _A method ofoffering travel airangements over a 
computer network to a consumer using a web browsing appliance, the method comprising: 
(a) storing descriptions of available travel components in a datab ise; 
Cb) storing at least one travel package template; 

(c) eliciting at least one constraint from a consumer; 

(d) dynamically generating at least one travel package based on t^ie elicited consumer 
constraint, at lea^t one travel package template, and at least one stored avaihible travel 
component description; and 

(e) offering the generated travel package to the consumer by transmitting a 
description of the generated travel package over tiie decentralized computer aetwork to the 
consumer's web browsing appliance. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 21 further including receivin g a consumer 
purchase request over the network, and performing a purchasing transaction to purchase the at 
least one stored available travel component. 

23. (Original) The method of claim 21 further including using a screen-scraping 
technique to obtain said available travel component descriptions. 

24. (Original) The method of claim 21 wherein the travel compc nent description 
includes an affinity space coordinate. 

25. (Original) The method of claim 21 wherein the travel packaije template includes 
at least one mandatory element schema, having an associated affinity space description, 
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26. (Original) The method of claim 21 wherein the generating step includes 
comparing, with a computer, a affinity space coordinate for each of the trave components with a 
affinity space description associated with the package template. 

27. - (Original) The method of claim 21 wherein the available tra\ si components each 
expire within a short time period. 

28. (Original) A computer system for offering travel arrangements over a 
decentralized computer network to a consumer using a web browsing appliance, comprising: 

a data storage arrangement that stores descriptions of available travel components and at 
least one travel package template; 

a user interface element coupled to the network, the user interface eU rnent eliciting at 
least one constraint from a consumer; and 

an package engine that dynamically generates at least one travel package based on the 
elicited consiimer constraint, at least one travel package template, and at lea^^t one stored 
available travel component description, and offers the generated travel paclcige to the consumer 
by transmitting a description of the generated travel package over the decern ralized computer 
network to the consumer's web browsing appliance. 

29. (Original) A method of dynamically creating packages comprising: 

(a) receiving a request based on a link from a web site; 

(b) ascertaining at least one customer constraint; 

(c) dynamically generating at least one package based on the elit ited consumer 
constraint, at least one package template, and at least one stored available component 
description, and 

(d) offering the generated package to the consumer by transmitti ig a description of 
the generated package over a decentralized computer network. 

1 
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30. (Original) The method of claim 29 wherein the component cc mprises a last- 
minute travel component, and the web site offers at least travel related services. 

3 1 . (Original) The method of claim 29 wherein the dynamically i;enerating step is 
performed by the web site. 

32. (Previously Presented) A method for building packages of cc mponents and 
offering said packages for sale over a data communications network, said mc thod comprising: 

storing descriptions of available components within a computer data storage arrangement; 
providing at least one package template; 

using a computer coupled to the computer data storage arrangement t o dynamically 



generate at least one package based at least in part on said package template and at least one 



stored available component description; and 

offering said package for sale to a consumer over said data communi nations network. . 

33. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 wherein said package template 
describes a travel package, and said components comprise travel components. 

34. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 wherein said components 
describe attributes and/or qualities. 

35. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 wherein said components 
describe an affinity space coordinate. 

36. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 wherein saic package template 
includes at least one mandatory component schema and at legist one optic nal component 
schema. 
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37. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 wherein sai* I package template 
further includes a affinity space subset description. 

38. (Previously Presented) The method of clam 32 wherein saic method 
dynamically generates said package further based on at least one elicited oonsxmier 
constraint. : - 

39. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 further com prising requiring a 
human to approve said package before offering it for sale. 



availability of said package at the time of consumer selection thereof before completing a 
sales transaction. 

41 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 wherein at ieast said offering 
step comprises offering said package for sale via a web-based interface. 

42. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 wherein sa d providing step 
comprises the step of a human creating said package template describing a package of 
components a consumer might wish to purchase. 

43 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 42 wherein sai d package template 
includes a mandatory airline ticket and hotel and at least one optional element. 

44. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 further inc uding eliciting at 
least one consumer constraint through the consimier navigating screens of a web site, and 
using said constraint to select a package to offer the consumer. 



0 



40, (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 further incl iding confirming 
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45. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 further inchiding selecting a 
subset of created package templates meeting consumer constraints. 

46. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 wherein said package template 
comprises a package description including at least one of text, images and animations. 

47. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 32 wherein said p ackage template 
includes a v e ctor of paokago cl e ment at least one component schemata. 

48. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 wherein sai l package template 
includes at least one field stating whether a component is mandatory or 0]>tional- 

49. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 further incl iding automatically 
returning possible combinations of components stored in the data storage arrangement for 
human selection. 

50. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 further inclading adding 
incentive characteristics to a package, 

51 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 50 wherein said adding step 
includes adding at least one of a default margin, a coupon and a rebate. 

52. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 further including obtaining at 
least one available component by using a screen scraping process. 

53. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 further incl ading obtaining at 
least one component by accessing a computer reservation service. 
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54. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 further inch ding obtaining at 
least one component by accessing a suppher database. 

55. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 further including obtaining at 
least one component by accessing an EDI interface. 



56. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 further inch iding obtaining at 
least one component via an email interface. 

57, (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 farther incl iding obtaining at 
least one component via an HTML supplier interface. 



packages for sale comprising: 

describing attributes and/or qualities of plural items; 

creating package schema including mandatory element schema an*.! optional element 
schema; 

for each mandatory element schema in a selected package schema, determining which 

item(s) fit to develop a candidate package; 

presenting at least one candidate package for human approval and selection; and 
conditioned on selection of said candidate package, confirming availability of items 

within said package before completing a sales transaction for said package. 

59. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 58 wherein sa d package schema 
comprises at leajst one affinity coordinate. 

60. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 58 wherein at least some of said 
items comprise travel items. 




58. (Previously Presented) A method of using a computer to develop and offer 
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61 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 58 wherein at 1 3ast some of said 
items comprise airline reservations. 

62. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 58 wherein at laast some of said 
items comprise hotel reservations. 

63. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 58 further including presenting 
said package for sale over the Internet using a web-based interface and a browser. 

64. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 58 wherein sai d items comprise 
consumer electronics items. 

65 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 5 8 wherein at east some of said 
items comprise gifts. 

66. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 58 wherein at :east some of said 
items comprise products and other of said items comprise services. 

67. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 58 wherein at least some of said 
items comprise legal services. 

68. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 58 wherein at least some of said 
items comprise real estate brokerage services. 

69. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 58 wherein at least some of said 
items comprise hiortgage brokerage services. 

70. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 58 wherein at least some of said 
items comprise appliances. 
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7 1 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 5 8 wherein at 1 5ast some of said 
items comprise home renovation services. 

72. (Previously Presented) A package schema data structure comprising: 
at.least one field stating whether an element is mandatory or optioi lal; 
a list of required attributes; and 
at least one coordinate defining matching criteria, 

wherein said package schema data stnicture is used to dynamicalh develop at least 
one package of plural elements to be offered for sale over the Internet via a web interface. 

73. (Previously Presented) A dynamic package sales system co mprising: 
a backend interface that gathers package components from plural suppliers and stores 

said components within a computer database; 

an operator interface that allows operators to develop package mo.lels defining 
mandatory and optional package components; 

a matching engine that matches components within said database • vith package 
models to develop complete packages; and 

a web-based package offering interface coupled to said engine ami to said database, 
said offering interface offering said packages for sale over the Internet ar=d allowing 
consumers to select and purchase said packages, 

wherein said offering interface confirms availabiUty of package c oraponents within 
said database before completing a purchasing transaction for packages. 

74. (Previously Presented) A dynamic package sales method comprising: 
gathering descriptions of package con^)onents from plural suppliers; 
storing said component descriptions within a computer database; 
operating an interface that allows operators to develop package models including 

mandatory components and optional components; 
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matching components within said database with package models tc develop complete 
packages; and 

offering said packages for sale over the Internet and allowing cons imers to select and 
purchase said packages, 



wherein said offering step includes confirming availability of packagt; components within 
said database before completing a pinx:hasing transaction for packages. 
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